Haze Episode Assessment

Episode Name: Eastern US sulfate transport to Colorado Plateau 
Episode Characteristics:

Aerosol Composition at affected sites:

Coherent sites in Colorado plateau are 20% worst hazy days, with sulfate dominating the aerosol light extinction (contribution > 40%).   
Spatial scale, regionality and seasonality:

Most of the IMPROVE sites in TX, NM, AZ, CO are influenced during the episode. It usually happens in the fall season around September and October. 

Frequency and duration:

Initial inspection of aerosol maps indicates rare to get this far west- but not unusual to reach Big Bend (from BRAVO study analyses). 
Dates of good Examples:

9/3/1997, 10/1/2001

Relationship to Meteorological Conditions:

Movement of large early autumn high pressure west to east along Canadian border associated with this pattern and other cases of eastern US transport to Big Bend.

Source Attribution Evidence:

Specific source areas in eastern US, unknown, could be large hazy blob and many source areas included from southeast to possibly Ohio River Valley.






